Mental Health and Veterans Court
Guide to Program Eligibility

The following eligibility criteria will be applied to all cases referred for consideration of participation in Mental Health and Veterans Courts (MHVC). This information is not all inclusive but provides a guideline to assist in identifying those that may be candidates for these services.

1. Must have an open, unresolved criminal case within the Jurisdiction of Thurston County.
· This case may have been initiated as a felony or misdemeanor charge.

2. A deputy prosecuting attorney must agree that this option is an acceptable outcome for the charges.

3. Current charges and previous convictions must not be excluded by RCW 2.30.

4. Must be diagnosed with a mental illness as defined and recognized in the APA DSM V-TR*
· Persons with a primary or sole diagnosis of a personality or developmental disorder may be considered on a case-by-case basis.

NOTE: If no diagnosis is documented, the person must complete a mental health evaluation. The MHVC Manager may screen for a provisional diagnosis based on eligibility determination only – this does not remove the requirement to have a mental health evaluation conducted as soon as possible.

5. Must not be determined to fall within the ‘Very High Risk’ range as defined by the LS/CMI* Risk Assessment Tool – performed by MHVC.
· Persons falling within the ‘Low Risk’ range will be considered based on space availability and conditions. Priority will be given to individuals falling in the Medium to High Risk range.

6. Must have a nexus between mental illness and the behaviors resulting in the criminal charge(s) as determined by MHVC.

7. Must be competent per RCW 10.77

8. Service eligibility includes: ability to benefit from treatment, amenability to intensive supervision, motivation level, and therapeutic benefit of service participation.

In addition to the above, the following applies for participation in Veterans Court:

9. Must be determined a veteran as verified by a DD-214 -or- an active-duty service member as verified by an Enlisted Personnel Brief (EPB).
· Battalion Command (or higher) staff will need to ensure the service member will be reasonably available to participate in the court services.

10. Must have a nexus between mental illness and military service.
Notes:
* APA DSM V-TR:  American Psychiatric Association Diagnostic and Statistical Manual, 5th Edition Text Revision
* LS/CMI:  Level of Service / Case Management Inventory

